
 
 

 
 

Homegoing Service For 

Emmanuel Chinemerem 

Oyekachi Okechukwu 

 

 
July 17, 1999 – September 2, 2020 

 
 

Saturday September 26, 2020  
Viewing 9:00-10:00 AM  
Funeral Mass 10:00 AM  
Our Lady of Consolation  

Catholic Church 
1235 Badger Court 

Charlotte, NC 28206 

THAT EMMANUEL SMILE…. 

A CELEBRATION OF 21… 

YEARS… 
 

Song of Farewell 
Melodies From Heaven Kirk Franklin 

Melodies from Heaven, rain down on me, rain down on me. 
Melodies from Heaven, rain down on me, rain down on me. 
Take me in your arms and hold me close, rain down on me, 
rain down on me. 
Fill me with your precious holy ghost, rain down on me, rain 
down on me. 

Melodies from Heaven, rain down on me, rain down on me. 
Melodies from Heaven, rain down on me, rain down on me. 
Take me in your arms and hold me close, rain down on me, 
rain down on me. 
Fill me with your precious holy ghost, rain down on me, rain 
down on me. 
Rain, rain, rain, rain, etc. 
Rain down on me, rain down on me, etc. 
L-l-l-l-let it fall on me, L-l-l-l-let it fall on me, etc. 
Melodies from Heaven, rain down on me, rain down on me. 
 

 

 
family… 

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk01WHELXYTXktMLq8e4uvzo8TQ-ZlA:1600577381392&q=Kirk+Franklin&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLSz9U3MMwuzykvWMTK651ZlK3gVpSYl52TmQcAwd29WB4AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjQjoOy9_brAhXtl3IEHbEuDz0QMTAAegQIBxAD


 
 
 

         I’m Free 

 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Greeting 

Placing of the Bible and Cross 

Opening Prayer 

 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

I. Reading…  Toyin Ubah 

II. Reading…  Chidimma Ubah 

Alleluia 

Gospel 

Homily 

Prayers of the Faithful 

 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST  

Preface 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sign of Peace 

Communion 

Obituary…   Toni Tupponce 

 
 

FINAL COMMENDATION 

Invitation to Prayer 

Song of Farewell    MELODIES FROM HEAVEN 

Prayer of Commendation 

Recessional 

 

 

 

 

Occasionally, if we are fortunate, we encounter a human life with a spiritual light 

so strong, so bright and so warm that we are naturally drawn to it!  We want to 

stand close so that his light or energy might affect – and change – us for the better. 

Our Emmanuel embodied that kind of spiritual light.  His essence was one of love 

and joy that touched ALL generations. 

 
 

Emmanuel Chinemerem Oyekachi Okechukwu was born July 17, 1999 to Sir 

Hyginus and Lady Chibuzor Okechukwu.    
 

Emmanuel was unapologetic about his close and personal relationship to God.  He 

clearly loved God and he loved fun!  He never separated the two!  He demonstrated 

to his peers and to the children that looked up to him that loving and serving God 

was “cool!”   
 

Emmanuel was baptized and confirmed at Our Lady of Consolation Catholic 

Church.  He was a dedicated alter serve. On the occasions that a celebrant needed 

a server at the last minute, Emmanuel responded quickly from his seat in the 

congregation and proceeded to the alter with that lanky swagger and signature smile 

that we all loved so much! 
 

He was a regular member of the Youth Choir until he graduated from high school. 

His favorite song, “Melodies from Heaven” allowed him to combine a little of his love 

of hip hop with, in his words, “gettin’ his praise on!”  We loved hearing his friends 

Devine, Cearra and Catherine harmonize as Emmanuel added the “rap” over the 

chorus!  
 

A born leader, Emmanuel was active in Our Lady of Consolation’s Youth in Action 

(YIA).  He led from where he was – simply standing tall in his personal values of 

right and wrong; fairness and accountability and doing what needed to be done. 
 

His friends and YIA Coordinator, Denise Gittens-Duliepre, recall Emmanuel’s 

leadership among his peers at home and away at KUJENGA or the National Black 

Catholic Congress.  She said, “He set the tone with fun, laughter and excitement.”  

He was a natural bridge builder and consensus seeker.   
 

Emmanuel was the purest and most beautiful example of the African in America:  

his grounding in Nigerian tradition, culture and rhythm was fused with American 

norms and possibility.  He knew who he was and never strayed far from his Nigerian 

heritage.  On the occasions when African drumming was a part of church 

celebrations, you could count on seeing Emmanuel pull his Mother up to dance 

with him to the rhythm of the drum!  
 

Emmanuel graduated from Rocky River High School in 2017 and was pursuing an 

Associate Degree in Graphic Design from Central Piedmont Community College.  
 

Chinemerem, as he was called within his family, took ill suddenly in mid-August 

and released his earthly body to embraced immortality on September 2, 2020. 
 

He has left his heart broken parents, Hyginus and Chibuzor “Celina” Okechukwu, 

his grandmother Justina, brother Ikechukwu, his Aunt Chicka and a host of 

relatives and friends with the memory of his beautiful smile and the example of how 

powerful and transformative LOVE can be – no matter how briefly it lives among 

us!  
 

His friends memorialized our young prince in a beautiful candlelight ceremony on 

September 12, 2020.  After their prayers were prayed, their songs were sung and 

their tears were shed – they released balloons, symbolic of releasing his spirit to the 

Creator, and watched them disappear until a single, bright star remained in the sky. 

 

Don’t grieve for me for now I’m free. I’m 

following the path God laid for me. I took 

His hand when I heard His call; I turned 

my back and left it all.  

 

I could not stay, another day  

To laugh, to love, to work or play. Tasks left 

undone must stay that way I found the 

peace at the close of day  

 

If my parting has left a void  

Then fill it with remembered joys. A 

friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss Oh 

yes, these things, I too will miss.  

 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow. 

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I savored much Good 

friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.  

 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief. 

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and peace to thee, 

God wanted me now; He set me free.  

 

 

Order of Service 

Isaiah 60: 19 - 20 
No longer shall the sun be your light by day, 

Nor…the brightness of the moon  
give you light by night; 

Rather, the Lord will be your light forever; 
your God will be your glory. 
No longer will your sun set, 

Or your moon wane; 
… the Lord will be your light forever… 

 

 

Obituary 


